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Pancake catching CORte

just part of the fun ati= g
the Pancake Feed
Fund Raiser

While we did not reach our
goal of 1,000 tickets sold for the
Pancake Feed, westill had agreat
fund raiser. Our gross take was
$5359 and our net was $3910.
Wesold 542 tickets for thisyear’s
event. Weather probably playeda
partinthe numbersof people com-
ing out. We did not have an over-
nightraintokeep folks out of their
gardensoryards, and the weather
waswarm. Nevertheless, we hada
goodturnoutand folkswere inand aboutthe Museum
allmorning.

Thisyear, weranaSilent Auction for the first
time, and hadanaircraftride up forraffle. Theauction
proved to be agreat success and will be repeated in
the future. We thankall of youwho donated items sold
inthisauction.

Wehadexcellententertainment for thisyear’s
fund raiser, too. Beverly Bernardi Post had stu-
dents from her Conservatory of Dance and Baton
performing musical dance numbers for the crowd.
Beverly herselfdidafast paced baton routineinwhich
she also honored members past and present of the
armed forces.

New for us this year was Judy Coder who
sang several westernsongs. Judy isalsoayodeler,and
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US Congresswoman Lyn Jenkins encourages eaters to queue up to the
grill while Jim Cates serves customers.
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Photo by Dave Murray

sheincludedyodelinginacouple of hernumbers. This
very talented lady writes songs, is a cowboy band
leader, aneducator, and astoryteller.

"Pancake Feed," con't. on page 8
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CombatAirMuseum's
Capital Campaign list
IS long and much needed

Combat Air Museum has been in the midst of
a Capital Campaign since last year. Several board
members spend many man-hours writing grant
requests, filling out applicable forms, writing letters,
making phone calls, sending e-mails and faxes, and
amyriad other tasks in preparing the materials,
making follow-ups, and responding to various
queries. It seemed the information required on grant
requests was never the same for any two grants and
to say things got frustrating once inawhile is an
understatement.

For those of you who do not know, CAM
receives no state or city, or federal, operational
funding other than a modest portion of local city
and hotel bed tax which is committed, by statute, to
advertising the Museum and its facilities. The rest of
the operating funds used by the Museum are raised
solely through membership fees, donations, gift
shop profits, and periodic local fund raising events.
The daily operational inflow is not sufficient to fund
major facility repairs to the hangars, one now over
65 years old, the second over 55 years old.

Just before the Pancake Feed, Gene
Howerter was interviewed by Mike Hall of the
Topeka Capital-Journal, and a good article about
our Capital Campaign with Gene’s photo in Hangar
602 appeared in the paper. So, what we are trying
to do is no secret, and hopefully the continued
efforts of our Board Members working with the
grant requests will bear bigger fruit.

> > >
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The Capital Campaign Projects

This initial campaign has a dozen projects attached with it. A few of

these are done or are scheduled. The projects include:

Re-sheathing the westend of Hangar 602 —complete - funding
inpartby Messrs. Price and Pritchettand Capital Federal Savings, the
remainder by CAM,

Replacing the concrete sidewalk between Hangars 602 and
604 —complete —donated by the Heartland Park Foundation,

Replace drain canal and apron concrete in front of Hangar
602 — contract awarded — funded by Metropolitan Topeka Airport
Authority,

Re-Sheathing the east end of Hangar 602 — contractor’s
estimated cost $20,000 — not funded yet,

Replacing Hangar 602 door panels —contractor’s estimated
cost $22,500 — not funded yet,

Replacing the concrete slab adjacent to the west entrance to
Hangar 604 — contractor’s estimated cost $5,000 — not funded yet,

Removing and replacing deteriorated asphalt between Han-
gars 602 and 604 — contractor’s estimated cost $21,700 — not
funded yet,

Replacing the existing and nonfunc-
tional lighting in Hangar 604 —contractor’s

Visit our website at
www.combatairmuseum.org

estimated cost $22,400 — not funded yet,

Construction ofanairlock 2009 Events Calendar
entranceway to the conference room-—
contractor’s estimated cost $16,400 — not Event dates subject to change
funded yet,

Replacing the entry slab and footing to June
Hangar 602 —contractor’s estimated cost 8-11 Aviation Education Class
$2,500 - not funded yet,

Trenchingand installing aone-inch July
water line to Hangar 602 and removing the 6-9 Aviation Education Class
existing faulty line—contractor’s estimate
$3,400 — not funded yet, and August

Repairing roof leaks in Hangars 620 3-6 Aviation Education Class
and 604 — contractor’s estimated cost
$30,000 — not funded yet. September

26 Winged Foot 5K Fun Run/Walk
» » g
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A major project for capital improvements to the
Museumwas finished recently whenadefunctair condi-
tioning unitwas removed fromthe roof of the lean-toon
the westend of Hangar 602 and roofing panels installed
inits former place. With that, the contract work onre-
sheathing the westend of Hangar 602 isdone. Thereis
stillsome groundsworktodotofillintire rutsinthe west
yardand minor clean up, butthe west end of the hangar
isbrightand shiny white withall its new panels.

The $33,000 projectbegan March 10. Rainand
more rainand thenwindsstalled the project for one two-
week period in March, butthework carried oninearnest
during April. The sheathingand trim work were done by
the firstweek in May. More rains came, and the ground
wasallowedtodrywellenoughtobringinacrane truck
toremovetheair conditioner.

The contractor, J.B. Turner and Sons of To-
peka, removed the existing metal panels of World War
Il vintage, then knocked out a double thickness of
plasterboard. Twenty-footrolls of R-6 insulation were
installed vertically fromtheground level up. Alongthetop
of the lean-to the 70-inch wide rolls were installed
horizontally. The insulation extends above the second
story offices inthe hangar, and should improve winter
heating of the Gift Shop and offices.

Thewestend of the hangar looks much different
with the old, rust pocked and streaked metal panels
gone. These panelswere nailed inplace,andafewtimes
inthe past couple of years, winds loosened some of them
enough the nails came outand edges of the panels were
flapping inthe wind. The new panels are screwed
inplace.

Projects continue and the Museum is looking better and better

v.”

Forthose of youwho can, please come outand
look at the work and improvement made to Hangar 602.
Additional Capital Campaign projects for 602 include
re-sheathing the eastend of Hangar 602 and replacing
the hangar door panels.

World War Il Exhibit

Tom Witty has two of the five panels in this
exhibit basically done. One panel is for the European
Theater, the second is for the Pacific Theater. Each panel
hasfive shelvesfilledwithmodel aircraft of typesthat flew
intherespectivetheaters. Tom labeled the panels denot-
ing the countries groups of aircraft represent. Each
aircraftwill have itsownidentification label. Thisisdone
for the European aircraft, and Tom will be adding the
Pacific Theater aircraft labels next. Each Theater will
have asecond panel thatwill include photographsand
signage. The last panel will be splitto deal with North
Africa/Mediterranean Theaterandwith the China-Burma-
IndiaTheater.

J-65TurbojetEngine

After reading about the J-65 engine in the last
Plane Talk, Bob Schneider called to say he can help us
withastandfor thatengine. Hopefully inthe near future,
oneof histripswill bring him close enoughto Topekato
deliver the stand, and Don Dawson will make any
modificationsasneeded to mount the J-65 turbojetand
also make the stand rollaround.
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(Far left) Old sheathing is removed from the lean-to.
(Center) Old sheathing and plasterboard gone and new
insulation going up.

(Left) It took a little effort to get a long piece of new
sheathing in place.

 (Below) A new westend for 602.

Inthe meantime, Donhadalready pulledasmall
trailer intothe shop to prepare it for modification intoan
engine stand. Don repacked the wheel bearingsand put
innew seals. He sandblasted the trailer tongue and bed
and primed them both. For now, thatisall the work he
isdoingonthetrailer. Thereisnodoubtitwill eventually
be used for afuture project, and afinal coat of paintwill
be applied whenthatoccurs.

Work Don did on the engine itself included
installingasection of clear lucite over the turbine section
of theengine so visitors cansee the turbine blades. The
blades have quite sharp edges, and the turbine assembly
does rotate, so the cover was a safety must

ORISKANY Model

Oneportionofthe USSORISKANY projectis
done. Ted Nolde broughtin hiscompleted island super-
structure for the aircraft carrier model. The photos
included heredonotdo justice tothe effortand detail Ted
putinto building thisstructure. Itis scratch-built. Ted
started out with three blocks of basswood. Four years
and 600 man-hours later this is the final product. The
scale of themodel is1/96. The island superstructure is
roughly 17 inches long by 18 inches high by 8 inches

"Projects," con't. on page 10
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Mid-grade officers share first-hand insight
to events in Irag and Afghanistan

Our guest speakers for the April
Membership Luncheonwerethree military officers
from the Command and General Staff College
(CGSC) atFort Leavenworth, Kansas. Thethree
were Major (MAJ) Don Bishop, Signal Corps
United States Army; Major Matt Brown, Infantry,
United States Army; and Lieutenant Commander
(LCDR) Brian Haggerty, Submariner, United
States Navy. The three officers gave us a brief
background of their service to date and all three
have beeninsome ofthe world’shotspotsof recent
yearsincluding Kosovo, Afghanistan, and Irag.

LCDR Brian Haggerty spokefirst. Heisa
US Naval Academy graduate and hiswife Lisaand
son James accompanied him to Topeka. He also
told usthatasan Annapolis midshipman, he made
a cadet cruise aboard the fast attack nuclear
submarine (SSN) USS TOPEKA. He said that
cruise played a major factor in his becoming a
submariner. Otherassignmentsincluded duty aboard
the USS PITTSBURGH (an SSN) in the
Mediterranean Sea. This was followed by
deploymentto Central Command where they took
partinthe Iragembargo enforcement priortothe
September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. A second
deploymentwas inresponse tothe attacks, andthe
submarine participated in the opening strikes of
Iraqi Freedom.

LCDR HaggertywasassignedtoanROTC
(Reserve Officers Training Corps) unitandthento
the USS GEORGIA, a nuclear ballistic missile
submarine thatwas being converted toan SSGN
Special Operationsboat. During the conversion, he
wasassigned temporary additional duty aboard the
USS MINNEAPOLIS/ST PAUL (an SSN).

MAJ Matt Brown is an ROTC graduate
from University of Wisconsin-La Crosse. He said

hisinterestinthe military came fromwatchingmoviesand
television shows. One day on campus, he saw people
repellingoffabuilding, whichhappenedtobethe Military
Science Building. Thatinterested himand he entered the
ROTC program.

MAJ Brown graduated in 1987 asan Infantry
officerand was assigned to the Infantry Center at Fort
Benning, Georgia. The postalsoincluded Infantry and
Airborneschools. Hisnextassignmentwaswiththe 101
Airborne (Air Assault) at Fort Campbell, Kentucky. He
was in Kosovo on September 11,2001. Hisunitwasre-
deployed to Irag and he was a pathfinder in Humvee
vehicles. Pathfinders led the way for the rest of the unit.

WhileinlIrag, MAJBrownsawabitofeverything,
especially how the pieces (forces) come together. He
saiditwasanawe inspiringexperience. Hewasin Mosull,
Iraq for a period of time, then was assigned to the 10*"
Mountain Division. There he helpedtrain Iragi security
forces for about five months, followed by being in
command ofareconnaissance unitin Baghdad for seven
months. Atthe time hewasin Baghdad MAJBrownsaid
there were alotof religious groups fighting incriminal
activities. Following Baghdad, he was a rear area
commander before coming to Fort Leavenworth. He
said his studies at the Command and General Staff
College deal with jointwarfare and combined warfare.

MAJ Don Bishop is an ROTC graduate of
Morehead State University, Kentucky. He was
commissioned in 1996 asa Signal Officer. Asanewly
commissioned Second Lieutenant, hewasinitiallyassigned
asaGold Bar Recruiter where he helped with training
andrecruiting duties. His nextassignmentstook himto
the Signal Center at Fort Gordon, Georgia for five
months thento Fort Sill, Oklahomafor 12 monthsasa
signal officer witha Paladin unit. The Paladinisaself-
propelled 155mm artillery howitzer. After the Paladin
unit, MAJ Bishop spenttwo and one halfto three years
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From left to right: LCDR Brian Haggerty, MAJ Matt Brown, MAJ Don Bishop, Gene Howerter

withaMultiple Launch Rocket System (MLRS) unit.

Afterthe MLRS assignmentMAJ Bishop leftthe
Army for aboutnine monthsthen came back inafter the
September 11 attacks. He initially went back to Fort
Gordon, then transferred to South Korea for two and
one halfyears. There, heworked in Brigade level Signals
atCamp Humphreysin P’yongtaekand Camp Henryin
the southeast part of the
country. Returning stateside

image by Dave Murray

new Afghan battalion and spentsix monthstraining the
unit.

Healsosaid hewasteaching youngguystodrive
in Afghanistanand feltthatwaswhen his life was mostin
jeopardy. He told us he saw benefits of what the US was
doingin Afghanistanand found hisduties very satisfying.
He left Afghanistan for his current assignment in

September 2008.

he wasasimulation officer
atFort Leavenworthfortwo
years, then went to
Afghanistan as an advisor
with a MITT (Military
Transition Team). Theteam
advisors liveandtrainwith
the Afghan forcesintactics
andgeneral operations. They
alsoserveasadvisorsduring

We may see more
US casualties over the
next six-eight months
as we are going into
their (Taliban) territory.
We have hit a nerve
and are achieving results.

In regards to
Afghanistan, MAJBishop
said we would see a
continuedbuildup of forces
— perhaps 60,000 troops.
The numbers were about
30,000whenhewasthere.
Healsosaid ifyouwanted
toseewhatlifewaslikein
Biblical times, Afghanistan
looksthatway.

combat operations and
accompany the forces on
missions. MAJ Bishop said he was advisor inabrand

MAJ Bishopalso said
TOfficers,” con't. on page 12




"Pancake Feed,'" con't. from page 1

A six year old student named Saylor
Schwartzalso entertained the crowd by singing
the US Air Force Song. Sailor was outfitted to
representaviatrix Amelia Earhart. She had done
the Earhart portrayal this year in school for a
History Day project

Though not musical in nature, Ken Pringle
came up from Hartford, Kansas for the feed and opened
upthe F-111 escape capsule for peopletolookinto. He
answered many questions about the capsule, the F-111
aircraft, and the capsule’s acquisitionand restoration.
The capsule wasareal crowd pleaser.

And last, but not least, the always popular
pancake catching contestamong local TV meteorolo-
giststook place. Thisyear Channel 49 was represented
by Matt Miller and Ashley Meenen. Channel 27 had
Tom Hagan and Frank Waugh. Due to conflicting
commitments, a Channel 13 meteorologist was not
present this year. Bob Carmichael did the flipping,
serving fastand slow, highand low, or sometimeswitha
fake servewith no pancakeatall. Isthere suchathingas
abalkin pancake flipping? The firsttosses showed some
tentative moves by the weather folks, but soon their
individual styles, flair,and pizazz came out. By audience
vote, Ashley Meenenwon thisyear’sfirstplace award,

COMBAT AIR MUSEUM

L (Left) Bob Carmichael talks
K| with Jerry Farley while Mrs.
Topeka, Josephine Lemus,
has a plate ready.

(Below) Folks look though
items on the silent auction
tables.

Photos by Dave Murray

butthere may have been alittle sympathy or gutsy vote
involved. Onone of her retrievals, she concentrated on
the pancake so intently, she apparently did not see the
leading edge of the wing of the MiG-15jet fighter. The
resulting collisionraisedalarge knoton herhead, butshe
came rightupand continued with the competition. Tough
stuff, this pancake catching.

By about all standards, this was a good day.
Once the feed ended, cleanup began and by 3 p.m.,
tablesand chairswere putaway and aircraft were back
inplace. Aboutthe onlything left of the feed wasthe odor
of pancakes and syrup throughout the hangar bay.

Start planning ahead for next year, the last
Saturday of April. Mark thatday to volunteer towork at
the feed. Westill have agoal of 1,000 tickets to sell and
also be thinking of items you can contribute to the silent
auction.

Thank you to everyone who made this year’s
eventsuch asuccess. »
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(Above) Some of our attendees at the tables
while others come off the serving line.
(Right) Two of Beverly Bernardi Posts’ dancers
perform while Ralph Knehans bends US Senator
Sam Brownback’s ear.

Celebrity Flippers
Twenty celebrity flippers joined Bob Carmichael of Perkins family restaurant behind the grill.
Jim Cates, host of the Internet talk show Raymondand Nancy Irwin, Owners/operators of
JimCates@CJOnline, Heartland Park Topekaraceway,
Debra Swank of the Topeka City Council, TomHagan, Meteorologist, KSNT-TV Channel
RonHarbaugh, Communications Director of USD 217,
501 Topeka Schools, Ann Mah, State Representative,
EricJohnson, President, Metropolitan Ben Bauman, News Anchor, KTKA-TV Channel
TopekaAirport Authority, 49
Sam Brownback, United States Senator, MarshannaHester, News Anchor/Reporter,
Kevin Singer, Superintendent, USD 501 Topeka KTKA-TV Channel 49
Schools, Mike Coker, Director, Topeka Zoological Park,
OliviaSimmons, President, Visit Topeka, Inc., Matt Miller, Meteorologist, KTKA-TV
LynnJenkins, United States Representative, Channel 49, and
Josephine Lemus, Mrs. Topeka 2009, SheilaBuhler, Shawnee County
Jerry Farley, President, Washburn University, Commissioner
Ted Ensley, Shawnee County Commissioner, » » »
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""Projects,'' con't. from
page S

wide. The completed model will
be nearly nine and one-half feet
long.

Larry Todd is recon-
structing the hulland flight deck
and Darren Robertsisbuilding
themodel aircraftthatwillgoon
the flightdeck. Their level of de-
tailandwork are like the Island
Superstructure, sowewill havea
superb exhibitwhenitisdone.

Hangar 602Apronand Drain Repairs

Bythetimeyoureceivethisissue of Plane Talk,
we expect contractwork to be in progressinrepairing
the concreteapronanddrainsystem immediately infront
of the hangar doors to Hangar 602. Metropolitan To-
peka Airport Authority, our landlord, is funding this
$65,000 project.

Over the years, the earth to the east of Hangar |

602 has moved and slowly heaved the concreteapronin
frontof the hangar. The existing drain canal and drain
gratesareno longer inalignmentand the heave is high
enoughthat with heavy rains the water runoff fromthe
runways and taxiways flows into the hangar. The hangar
doesnothave floordrains. Thereare twoshallow canals
inside the hangar, one each along the north and south
walls, to carry offwater, butthat only works if the water
cangettothem. Anumber of yearsago, volunteers built
acinder block barrier tothe east of the Gift Shop/Exhibit
Roomsto stop the flow of water into those areas. Ifthe
rainisheavy enoughandespecially if thewindisoutofan
easterly directions, water will pool against the barrier.
Within the past ten years a concrete and asphalt berm
was installed around the south end of the exterior drain
canal to help divertwater into the canal and keep it out
ofthe hangar.

10

The planned work onthe heave and installation
of a new drain canal and drain grates should get the
systemworking asitshould. About two yearsago, the
same type of work was done in front of the hangar
immediately north of 602, so the learning curve on what
needstobedoneisinplace. Nonethe less, thisisgoing
to be a large project.

BT-13
Dave Houser isgiving the fuselage of the BT-

13agood cleaning and has applied some fresh paint
on one side. »



COMBAT AIR MUSEUM

New
Supporters

David & Lucinda Bainum
Robert & Barbara Bunten
Doug, Paula, & Douglas Jacobs
Hal Loney
Kevin, Deborah, Nathaniel, & Spenser Roe
Victor, Julie, Edmund, & Ella Tyler
Gary Zook

Renewing
Supporters

Oscar Allbrecht
Ron & Linda Coash
Bill Davis
Beattie Dickson
Wayne Dodson
Kevin Drewlow
Donald & Olga Fluke
Tom & Diane Gorrell
Phil Hotzel
Colonel Paul Idol
Scotty Larimer

(Top left) It began with blocks of basswood. - image by Robert & Peggy McKitterick
TedNolde Don & Nancy Nisbett
(Left) Four years, 600 man-hours later. Left profile. Dan Pulliam
(Above) Left front view. Danny San Romani
Jamie Slover
: Jay, Kathy, & Craig Stevenson
'J oIn th € James, Kellee, Alexa, & Dylan Tinsley
" Larry & Diane Todd
CO m bat AI [ Rees Webber
Museum! William Welch
Your membership and A

support are

important to us.
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"Officers," con't. from page 7

we may see more US casualties over the next six-eight
monthsasweare goingintotheir (Taliban) territory. He
said we have hitanerve and are achieving results.

A question was posed as to what are we (US)
doingdifferentthan the USSR or the United Kingdom
when they were in Afghanistan? We are training the
Afghanstomake decisions. Weareempowering themto
make decisions. The United Kingdomwantedacolony.
The Soviets wanted to expand their dominance.

In response to a question about serving on
submarines, LCDR Haggerty quipped that there are
moreaircraftinthe oceanthansubmarinesinthesky. His
wife quickly retorted that he said the same thingwhenhe
marriedher.

In response to a question about operating
submarines in the Persian Gulf and Red Sea LCDR
Haggerty said that the Gulfwas relatively shallow. In
some areas the water depth was shallower than the
submarine was long, restricting vertical maneuvering.
Therewasnotmuchmarginformaneuversatthe surface
ornear the bottom. He said that onaverage, the Persian
Gulfisshallowwhilethe Red Seais deeper.

Aquestionabout piracy came up. Theresponse
was that there is more pressure for more active
engagements, and this has been an ongoing discussion
and debate. Currently, alotofransomsare being paidto
free crewsand vessels.

Theofficerswereasked

LCDR Haggerty
saidthatthe submarineforce
can lurk off the coast of a
terroristnationandconduct
surveillance, intercept
communications,andfigure
out what is up where. He
added that the subs have a
strike capability and can
carry special forces. During
the second half of his
deployment in support of
Iragi Freedom, the boat
was in the Red Sea, where

The officers felt it
would probably not
make much difference
if Bin Laden was caught
or killed.

Others would step up
to take his place.
We are fighting
an ideology,
not just a person.

aboutforeignofficersatthe
CGSC. Theyreplied they
have two such officers in
theirclass of 16, one from
India, the second from
Estonia. Each class has at
leastone foreign officer.

What is the status of
Bin Laden?wasaquestion
asked. “Wehavenotcaught
him.” was the response.
And*“...becauseofpolitics.”
was given as a reason
(Pakistanand Afghanistan).

they worked out battle
preparations and launch
scenarios. The launchscenariosincluded launches from
the Persian Gulf, Red Sea and Mediterranean Sea.
Because of overfly issues (flyingamissile over countries
other than Iraq), they could not launch from the
Mediterranean. Any boats there had to transit the Suez
Canalintothe Red Sea.

LCDR Haggerty hadalso madeaNorth Atlantic
deploymentbutcould notdiscuss muchaboutthe mission.
The mission may have included monitoring what
technologies industrial nationsare selling to insurgent
nations.

The officers also felt it
would probably not make
muchdifferenceif Bin Ladenwascaughtorkilled. Others
would step up to take his place. We are fighting an
ideology, notjustaperson.

When asked about unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs), MAJBrown said they had six hand-launched
UAVsinhiscompany. A follow on question dealtwith
protectingtroops fromtheeffectsofimprovisedexplosive
devices —the roadside bombs. The response was that
more and better armor was being added to vehicles, and
MRAPswere now in Iragand coming into Afghanistan.
This writer wrote down Munition Resistant Armor
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PersonnelarmoredvehicleastheexplanationofaMRAP,
but other sources list it as Mine Resistant Ambush
Protected armored vehicle. Either way, the vehicle is
builtto protectitsoccupants fromexploding devicesand
has been consistently successful indoing so.

More and better armor
was being added to vehicles,
and MRBAPs were now
in Iraq and
coming into Afghanistan.

Aquestionfromthe audience came upaboutthe
numbersofsuicidesof Americanservice menandwomen.
The officers acknowledged it is a great concern and
effortstostemthe numbersare in place. One officertold
usthatthe Estonian officerintheir classhadonce beenin
the Russian Army and said that suicides there were 10%
greater thanthose inthe US forces

Aquestionaboutreading material intheir courses
cameup. Allmentioned Joe Galloway and the Vietnam
classic We Were Soldiers Once...and Young thathe co-
authored with Lieutenant General Hal Moore. MAJ
Brown said that Joe Galloway was a good speaker, but
he found him much better asaquestionanswerer.

Another reading question, thisoneabout Charlie
Wilson’s War was asked. The book isnotused intheir
course material. MAJBishopsaid officersinhisunitwere
to read sections of its before their deployment to
Afghanistan.

The questionsended and the three officerswere
givenawell deserved round of applause. Itwas really
good to listento and talk with these mid-grade officers
whoare now under instruction to take on the dutiesand
responsibilities of larger force elementsandtherolesand
missionsthey play. We received some first-hand insight
to events in Iraq and Afghanistan, made even more

Visitors

During March
the Museum had
1,030 visitors
from 30 states
and
Canada
Northern Ireland

During April
we had 961
visitors
from 32 states,
and
Australia
Austria
Denmark
Great Britain
Ireland
Russia
Sweden

> >

interesting by these officer’s personal experience. Gene
Howerter hasalready been in contactwiththe Outreach
Program Coordinator of the Command and General
Staff College for possible future visits from CGSC
students.

> >
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Hal Loney stands by his former Blue Angel. His name is on the plane.
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Former Blue Angels pilot visits CAM
and his old plane, again

Hal Loney, former pilot of our Blue Angel
Grumman F11F-1 Tigerwasintown May 19tovisitthe
Museum. His wife, Neecie, was with him as was one of
hisdaughtersand her family. Hisdaughter had never seen
the plane. Hal flew Blue Angel Number 5 during 1968,
the last seasonthat the Tigers were flownbythe Navy’s
aerial demonstrationteam. The nextyear, the teambegan
flyingF-4Phantom 1s.

Hal has been to CAM before, and he an Gene
Howerterweretryingto figure outhow longagoithad
beensince hislastone. During one of hisfirst, Hal noticed
theaircrafthad aflat tire and got on the telephone with
some contacts. He had a new one on the way the
followingday.

There was a round of picture taking, and Hal
gave the plane a going-over top to bottom. We had a
Board meeting scheduled, and Gene asked Hal to come
inand say afewthingstothe board about flying Number

14

5and other experiences with the Blue Angels. He did,
andwe heard several anecdotes about flying notonly our
F11F butothersonthe teamaswell. One comment Hal
made in general was that he feels the good Lord was
watching over himmore than a few times. He spoke of
aircraft malfunctionstaking place at very inopportune
times during air show maneuvers or on cross country
flights between shows, butthey all ended well. He also
told us of problemswith the same type aircraftand other
pilotswherethe end resultwas fatal. Just before he joined
theteam, the Blue Angels had lost two pilotstoaccidents.

Theboard membersenjoyedvery much listening
toand talking with Hal Loney, and he said he plans to
make the time between visits shorter. After he leftthe
meeting, Jack Vaughntoured himandhisfamilyaround
the Museum.

Hal currently lives in Eastwood, Kentucky, just
eastof Louisville. =



Aviation Education
Classes
are offered
thissummer

Over the last several years Combat Air
Museum has conducted classes for students
between the ages of 7 and 12 in its Aviation
Education Class, focusing on the history of
aviation, principlesof flight, partsofanairplane
and howthey work, weather and weather fore-
casting,aviationcommunicationsandflightcon-
trol. These four-day long classesare conducted
overschools’ springbreak andthreetimesinthe
summer.

The costofthe class is $40.00 per student.
Toursof otheraviationtenantsat ForbesField
areplannedastheir respective schedulesallow.
Theseinclude the 190th Air Refueling Wing,
Kansas Air National Guard, the 108th Aviation
Battalion, Kansas Army National Guard, and
the Forbes Field control tower.

Ifyouwould liketo haveachild,agrand-
child,and/orayoungfriendenrollinthe Museum’s
Aviation Education Class, call the Museum at
862-3303. See the "Calendar of Events" (at
right) forthe complete schedule.

> >

COMBAT AIR MUSEUM

June/July
Calendar of Events

June
Monday, June 8
Membership Luncheon
Jean Wanner Education Conference Room
11:30a.m.

Monday — Thursday, June 8 -11
Aviation Education Class
JWECC
9a.m.-11:30a.m.

July
Monday — Thursday, July 6 -9
Aviation Education Class
JWECC
9a.m.-11:30a.m.

There is no Membership Luncheon in July.
The next luncheon is Monday, August 10.

> > >

Visitour website at
www.combatairmuseum.org




COMBAT AIR MUSEUM

CAMvolunteers promotetheannual fundraiser

onJim Cate'sinternet news talk show

I:I Priorto ourannual Celebrity Pancake Feed,

Gene Howerter and Dave Murray appeared on
the JimCates@CJOnline Internet news talk show.
Geneand Dave were there to talk about the Pancake
Feed and encourage listeners to come out the the
Museum for this annual fund raiser. Jim Cates is
familiar with the event and has been a guest flipper
several times, ashe wasagainthisyear.

Thiswas Dave’s firsttime onaJim Cates show. Itwas
Left to right: Gene Howerter, Jim Cates, and Dave Gene’s first time on an Internet show. He has been
Murray on Cates’ Internet News Talk Show with Cates on the radio in the past. >







